THE DOVER PATROL

THE worth of a sentiment lies in the sacrifices men will
make for its sake* All ideals are built on the ground of
solid achievement, which in a given profession creates
in the course of time a certain tradition, or, in other
words, a standard of conduct. The existence of a
standard of conduct in its turn makes the most im-
probable achievement possible, by augmenting the
power of endurance and of self-sacrifice amongst men
who look to the past for their lessons and for their in-
spiration.

The story of the achievement of the Dover Patrol
is merged in the greater proud record of the navy's
protective part played with simplicity and self-sacrifice
in the Great War of the twentieth century; yet that
story has its own features, its own particular atmos-
phere, and its own importance.

The opening years of the nineteenth century had
their Great War, too. Longer in its duration, it was
carried on with less animosity. It was less in the na-
ture of a struggle for dear life, and, except in its spirit,
it was less intensely national. It did not involve in
its toils the whole population. The issues at stake
were as great, perhaps, but did not appear in such
definite shapes to the great mass of the people which
suffered its hardships and gave up its sons to its strug-
gles. In its most obvious aspect that war, like the
one of our day, was waged against an attempt at uni-
versal dominion. But it must be admitted that it was

58